
Maritime High School is a collaborative effort between 
Highline Public Schools, Northwest Maritime Center, 
Port of Seattle, and the Duwamish River Community 
Coalition—each bringing expertise in different fields 
to create a strong and sustainable maritime-focused 
high school. Community and industry partners also 
engage in project design and implementation to 
support students.

Enroll
Maritime High School is open to any student who 
is interested in maritime studies, whether they live 
within Highline Public Schools boundaries or not. 
Interested in enrolling? 
     206-631-7400 
     maritime.highlineschools.org/admissions. 

Support Maritime High School
If you’re excited about the Maritime High School 
and interested in learning more or investing, contact 
Chief Development Officer Stephen Streufert.     
     stephen@nwmaritime.org
     nwmaritime.org/maritime-high-school. 

Student-centered 

Equity-driven

Maritime-focused

What is Maritime High School?
Maritime High School (MHS) is an innovative public 
school that inspires students through hands-on 
Project Based Learning centered around maritime 
careers, marine science, and the environment.
Inclusive programs, policies, and practices 
ensure that quality education and maritime career 
opportunities are accessible to all.

Why Maritime? 
The maritime industry is a pillar of the state’s economy, 
yet workforce gaps threaten the sector—and the 
need to embrace diversity is vital to access a greater 
range of talent, skills, and experiences, and to 
further the industry.

What is Project Based Learning?
Project Based Learning is a learn-by-doing approach 
that connects learners to the world beyond the 
classroom. Students play an active role in their 
educational development as they build skills and 
knowledge to help prepare them for success in both 
career and life. This method encourages students to 
investigate current issues and develop practical 
solutions in order to inspire change.

In a Project Based Learning classroom, 
you often find students: 

• Collaborating
• Solving local & community-based problems
• Participating in simulations & conducting 

case studies
• Designing research projects based on 

different areas of inquiry

What does Project Based Learning 
look like at Maritime High School?
Maritime High School is designed for deep learning 
experiences. Students spend time in a classroom 
setting and in the field with industry and community 
partners. The design of each project fulfills specific 
learning standards across traditional subject areas, 
including math, science, social studies, and English 
language arts, while building on students’ interests 
and strengths. 

Photo

 150,000 
Mariner worker shortage 

projected by 2025

800 
Maritime companies 
in King County

19,500 
Jobs that pay an average of 

$82,800 per year

maritime.highlineschools.org
       @themaritimehs

6.4%+
Each year the sector continues to 
grow an average of 6.4%, buoyed 
by the latest technologies.

There is a wide range of careers in the maritime 
sector, including but not limited to:
 Working as engineers or deck personnel on boats

Handling cargo & logistics
Fishing, seafood processing, & fisheries science  
Designing, fabricating & repairing vessels
Designing & maintaining marine facilities 
Ensuring clean & healthy marine environments

I didn’t know Maritime High 
School would be this hands-on!

—Inaugural Student 
of Maritime High School

“

“

Seattle Area School 
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The Student Learning Experience
Maritime High School provides a personalized, 
comprehensive learning experience for students 
to explore a range of professional and career 
pathways through hands-on Project Based Learning.

In the 9th and 10th grades, students explore 
the vast opportunities in the maritime and 
environmental sectors. 

In the 11th and 12th grades, students focus on 
specialty areas, such as marine construction, 
vessel operations, marine biology, or aquaculture, 
and work towards earning industry certifications 
applicable for entry into a job or internship. At 
the same time, students engage in rigorous college 
preparatory content to strengthen their readiness 
for college.

Preparation for Life After Graduation
The student learning experience at Maritime High 
School aims to develop seven core competencies 
that collectively frame the skills and attributes 
necessary for life beyond high school and capture 
the essence of the Portrait of a MHS Graduate: 

• Maritime Leadership
• Social Reasoning
• Mathematical Reasoning
• Wellness
• Scientific Reasoning
• Design Thinking
• Communication

Upon graduation, all students will receive a 
Mastery Transcript based upon evidence of student
learning and mastery within the competencies,
which colleges and universities accept. All MHS 
graduates will be prepared to pursue post-
secondary education or enter directly into the 
maritime workforce.

Through Project Based Learning and authentic 
learning experiences at Maritime High School,
students are prepared to be the collaborative 
problem-solvers and critical thinkers of tomorrow.

Where is the school located and who 
can attend?
Maritime High School is currently operated at Olympic 
Interim School in Des Moines. The future vision is for 
a permanent facility adjacent to the water. Fifty-one
percent of enrolled students live within the Highline 
Public School District, and the rest of the students come 
from across the region.

Should all students plan on pursuing 
a career in the maritime industry?
The school is designed for students who have an 
interest in anything connected to the sea. Learning 
will tap into this interest and inspire students to learn 
deeply and with purpose. When students graduate, 
they will be ready to launch a career in the maritime 
industry, pursue further study and certification, or 
enter college to earn a degree in any field of study 
they choose.

How is the school funded?
Like other public schools, Washington State provides
much of the core funding. Additional funding 
comes from grants, donations, and support from the 
maritime industry.

How will the school connect with 
industry and community partners?
The school’s advisory board reflects a wide array  
of partners and professionals committed to an 
equity-driven, maritime-focused school. The school 
will partner with specific organizations on projects 
to provide in-depth learning, access to subject  
matter experts, and networking opportunities for 
MHS learners.

Ready for a hands-on, maritime-focused education? 
Learn more about admissions and enroll at 

maritime.highlineschools.org

This is our moment to create
positive change through
powerful maritime experiences

When a team has more diverse experiences, they 
become better problem solvers. Maritime High 
School makes a focused effort to provide career 
opportunities to those under-represented in the 
maritime industry by helping women and youth of 
color find pathways into the field. 

The maritime industries will be essential to creating 
climate solutions, from sustainable fisheries to the 
development of offshore renewable energy sources. 
MHS students are well-poised to become leaders in 
safeguarding a sustainable future for generations to 
come.

When you support Maritime High School, you’re 
supporting the next generation of a diverse maritime 
workforce and a sustainable future for our region 
and the world.

Support maritime high school at:
nwmaritime.org/maritime-high-school.

Our aim is not just to meet 
students where they are, but 
where they dream of being.

—Tremain Holloway,
Inaugural Principal

FAQs

I believe that somebody who 
is going to change the world is 
going to come out of Maritime 
High School.

–Will Roberts, 
President of Foss Maritime

Photography: Maritime High School, Jeremy J Johnson, and

Northwest Maritime Center staff
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