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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
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I recently returned from the CSI Middle Atlantic Region Conference in Lancaster,                                           
PA along with our Treasurer, Marty Thornton. We were treated to a weekend                                               
of education, networking and camaraderie.  Region conferences have always                                      
been a place for CSI members to congregate. While education is an important                                      
part of the conference, getting to know other professional from around the                                              
region that have the some concerns and struggles may be a highlight. In my day                                    
job of promoting masonry, it’s good for me to talk with designers to see how                                      
they are using masonry. For others they get to probe me with technical questions                                   
about how to specify or use masonry in more efficient ways. As with most things CSI, it's all a part of 
sharing that goes on. And while a product rep’s territory may not encompass the CSI Middle Atlantic 
Region (PA, NJ, DE, MD, DC, VA and parts of WV), knowing influencers from the around the region is 
helpful to understand the broader picture. There have also been Bi-Region Conferences in the past 
with both the Great Lakes Region and the Northeast Region that have brought even more industry 
professionals together. 

Building science is a hallmark of CSI events. This year’s theme revolved around acoustics. There were 
two great speakers on the subject and their lessons were thought-provoking. Some of you may think, 
well, I’m a hardware specialist or others may get involved in acoustics. At this year’s conference was a 
tour of Rock Lititz. You’ve never heard of this place? Well, if you had attended you would have found 
out that this is a performance space where the biggest music industry professionals come to design 
and test their fabulous concert events. From the lighting to the stage to the graphics, Rock Lititz is the 
place to practice before it goes on the road. Taylor Swift, U2, Beyond and others have come to the 
small little Amish town to practice and innovate. While we were there we say a stage show being set 
and while they weren’t allowed to say who’s, it happened to be for Post Malone’s next concert tour. 
Where else are you going to see such interesting places and learn such unique things? Touring the 
building we found out that they use shotcrete within the walls to help deaden the sound, which you 
can imagine from a concert, from infiltrating into the local community of houses and farms. That 
related back to my masonry knowledge that mass helps deaden sound through walls. 

Finally, I’ll do some name dropping of people I continue to network over many years of attending the 
Region Conference. I was able to hang out with my buddy Ray Gaines of the Gaines Group in VA who 
always has some interesting masonry story for me. David Stutzman of Conspectus and many of his 
cohorts were in attendance and I was able to see how far his company has come. And finally, Charlie 
Beauduy and his wife Sandy were there as a main organizer for this event. Charlie recently retired 
from Gannett Fleming and now works part time for one of their clients. This may be his last region 
conference to attend, but I bet we could lure him to Western PA when the Pittsburgh chapter hosts a 
region conference in a few years. These are the people you don’t want to miss hanging out with. Just 
saying.



Join us on Tuesday, May 11th!
20 Stanwix Street, 1st Floor Training Room

5:15 Happy Hour    6:15 Dinner     6:45 Program
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Sustainability Through Innovation: Managing Environmental Impacts of Roofing

Chris Kann, Product Manager - Specialty Systems and Sustainability
Carlisle Construction Materials

Sustainability continues to be a hot topic across many industries. With companies looking to lessen their 
carbon footprint, more and more businesses are paying attention to their environmental impact. The 
roofing industry is no exception. Among the latest roofing technology trends, green roofing continues to 
rise in popularity. So, what is the roofing industry’s impact on the environment? Chris Kann of Carlisle 
Construction Materials will cover the roofing industry’s efforts to provide innovative ways of delivering 
quality products while optimizing sustainability. Participants will learn about initiatives the industry is 
currently implementing and how designers can incorporate them into their projects. Also hear about green 
roofs here in Pittsburgh and how they are leading towards more sustainable design.

Learning Objectives:
 Discuss the Building Construction Industry’s focus on innovation through labor, performance, and 

sustainability.
 Discuss building product manufacturers’ responsibilities within the sustainability and ESG / CSR 

movement.
 Identify products and / or processes that can minimize environmental burdens, improve lifecycles, 

and conserve energy.
 Explore solutions for improving installation resiliency, ensuring undisrupted performance through 

extreme weather and power grid failure.

Chris Kann, Product Manager - Specialty Systems and Sustainability
Carlisle Construction Materials

Chris serves as Product Manager for Specialty Systems and Sustainability at Carlisle Construction Materials, 
bringing over a decade of experience. With a degree in Plastics and Polymer Engineering Technology, Chris 
focuses on innovative specialty systems and sustainable roofing solutions. Since 2010, Chris has spent 
considerable time aiding architects, specifiers, and consultants in energy-conscious roofing and building 
envelope system design. Chris's background at CCM includes roles such as Roof Garden Specialist and 
Building Envelope Designer where he has been dedicated to forging a more environmentally friendly and 
resilient built environment.

Location: 20 Stanwix St., 1st Floor Training Room
Social Hour: 5:15 pm (with beer and wine)
Dinner: 6:15 pm (Catering by Salem's Grill - Mediterranean food)
Program: 6:45 pm
Registration: https://app.memberplanet.com/#/event/csi-pittsburghchapter/maychaptermeeting_2



April 11, 2025 Virtual Meeting

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Brian Trimble and Marty Thornton returned from the CSI Middle Atlantic Region Conference. While 
the program was very good and focused on acoustics, the attendance was down from past years.
We need to put together a slate of officers for our yearly elections. The proposed bylaws were sent 
to the Institute with no comments. The proposed bylaws will appear in the next Specigram for
approval by the entire membership.

COMMITTEES

MEMBERSHIP
Our current membership appears to be 74 according to Institute records although last month that 
number stood at 70. This may include non-renewed members.

PROGRAMS
May - “Roofing” (1-HSW Credit) – location 20 Stanwix St..
June – Instead of TopGolf we decided to go to Puttshack this year. Sponsors will be solicited to help 
defray costs for CSI members.

STUDENT OUTREACH
Joanna Beres has reached out to Carnegie Mellon and will lecture to the students on building codes 
and include information about CSI. There was a discussion about having a meet & greet with 
students from CMU and other universities this fall; other local associations such as AIA will be 
invited to participate.

ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION/PUBLICITY
New website is up and running including our old CSI URL – csipittsburgh.org.

CERTIFICATION
Bill Vernon reported that certification preparation classes will happen again this fall and run by the
CSI Middle Atlantic Region.

NEWSLETTER
April newsletter to come out soon.

PRODUCT SHOW/GALA
Duquesne Club has been reserved for the 3rd week of December, 12/16/2025.
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CSI Pittsburgh Chapter Bylaw Changes
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The CSI Pittsburgh Chapter Board has voted to change the number of members on 
the Board of Directors. The main reason is the smaller size of the chapter than in the 
past. At one time the chapter had over 200 members while currently we have 74. 
The current board is composed of 15 and in some years, it can be difficult to have 
enough qualified volunteers to assist in running the chapter. The proposed Bylaws 
change will reduce the Board to 11 members. This will also reduce the quorum 
needed to conduct business at the Board meeting. 

CSI Pittsburgh Chapter Governance

Current Board (15 members)
Officers (5):

President 
1st VP
2nd VP
Secretary 
Treasurer

Board Members (7):
Board member 1
Board member 2
Board member 3
Board member 4
Board member 5
Board member 6
Board member 7

Advisors (3):
Advisor 1 (past president)
Advisor 2 (past past president)
Advisor 3 (past past past president)

Quorum: 8 

This will serve as official notification of changes to the bylaws. If there is any dissent to the
changes, please email Brian Trimble, chapter president at btrimble@imiweb.org. The 
proposed bylaws are on the following pages. 

Future Board (11 members)
Officers (4):

President 
President-elect
Secretary 
Treasurer

Board Members (7):
Board member 1
Board member 2
Board member 3
Board member 4
Board member 5
Board member 6
Immediate Past President

Quorum: 6 
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Proposed CSI Pittsburgh Chapter Bylaws Changes
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Proposed CSI Pittsburgh Chapter Bylaws Changes
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Proposed CSI Pittsburgh Chapter Bylaws Changes
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Proposed CSI Pittsburgh Chapter Bylaws Changes
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Proposed CSI Pittsburgh Chapter Bylaws Changes



FEBRUARY - 2025 PAGE 11

Proposed CSI Pittsburgh Chapter Bylaws Changes
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To view the list of ICC-ES Acceptance Criteria 2nd and 3rd Editions and full details of the significant changes, click here.

CSI Invades Puttshack!
June 10



MEMBER NEWS

New Member
Matthew Cohn, Univ of Pitt student
Taylor Williams, WR Meadows 

Member Anniversaries

March
31 Duncan Penney
19 Richard Strayer Maffei Strayer Furnishings
11 Ray See Bridges & Company
9 Mason Radkoff Strada
2 Denise Rector Larson Design Group
1 Courtney Watson GCP

April
45 Brian Joos
39 Marty Thornton AE Works
29 Joe Kostuch The K Group
26 Barbara Matejka HHSDR
19 Bill Vernon Stantec
14 John Bliss Lampus
8 Jason Hamilton Tnemec
1 Joel Stilwell Sherwin Williams
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CHAPTER LEADERSHIP

Pittsburgh Chapter Leadership FY 2025
Officers
President (25)
Mr. Brian Trimble, PE, LEED AP, CSI, CDT
International Masonry Institute

703-300-0109
btrimble@imiweb.org

1st Vice President (25)
Mr. Dan Barra, CSI
ASSA ABLOY Door Security Solutions 

724-249-9866
dbarra@dsstristate.net

2nd Vice President (25)
Mr. Jason Henze, CSI

Overhead Door Co. of Pittsburgh

412-337-1875
jhenze@ohdpgh.com

Secretary (26)
Ms. Susan Henshaw, CSI

The Bekon Group

724-822-1108
susan@bekongroup.com

Treasurer (25)
Mr. Martin Thornton II, CSI, CCS, CDT

AE Works

412-315-3471
marty@aeworks.com

Directors

Sam Roberts, CSI, CDT (25)

The Garland Company, Inc.
412-417-0056

sroberts@garlandind.com

Open (25)

Ms. Kate Schuster, CSI (26)
V.O. George Group, Inc.

724-935-1500
kate@vogeorge.com

Ms. Courtney Watson, CSI, CDT (26)
GCP

(412) 334-0281
courtney.t.watson@gcpat.com

Advisors

Ms. Kelly Brown, AIA, CSI, CCS, LEED AP

RM Creative 

412-471-4445
kbrown@rmcreative.com

Mr. Matthew Lander, CSI
AVT, Inc.

412-257-5077
mlander@avtinc.net

Committees
Awards

Ms. Michaeleen Vargo, CSI, LEED AP BD+C

LGA Partners
412-224-6232
MVargo@lga-partners.com

Certification
Mr. Bill Vernon, AIA, CSI, CCS, LEED AP

Macgregor Associates Architects

678-504-1493
BillVernono411@gmail.com

Hospitality/Holiday Party
Ms. Kelly Brown, AIA, CSI, CCS, LEED AP
RM Creative 

412-471-4445
kbrown@rmcreative.com

Industry Liaisons
Joanna Beres

Membership
Ms. Susan Henshaw, CSI

The Bekon Group

724-822-1108
susan@bekongroup.com

Newsletter Editor
Ms. Susan Henshaw, CSI

The Bekon Group

724-822-1108
susan@bekongroup.com

Programs
Ms. Jenna Glover, LEED AP BD+C, AIA, CSI

Design Group

412-948-1517
jglover@designgroup-us.com

Sponsorships
open

Sporting Events
Mr. DanBarra, CSI
ASSA ABLOY Door Security Solutions 

724-249-9866
dbarra@dsstristate.net

Strategic Planning
Mr. Dan Barra, CSI
ASSA ABLOY Door Security Solutions 

724-249-9866
dbarra@dsstristate.net

Student Outreach
Joanna Beres

Code.Sys Code Consulting, Inc.

412-491-0832

jberes@code-sys.com

Technical/Education
Mr. Bill Cauley, CSI

Armstrong World Industries 

878-600-1893

WTCauley@armstrongceilings.com

Website
Ms. Kate Schuster, CSI
V.O. George Group, Inc.

724-935-1500
kate@vogeorge.com
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Ms. Michaeleen Vargo, CSI, LEED AP BD+C

LGA Partners (27)
412-224-6232
MVargo@lga-partners.com
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https://www.linkedin.com/in/csi-pittsburgh-a6a445347/

https://x.com/CsiPittsburgh

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100068210367253

Connect with us online!
Our new website:

https://www.csipittsburgh.org/


